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bathe in a tank and on emerging the widow throws away her old cloth and puts on a new one. After this they walk five times round a spear planted in the ground. Divorce is permitted and can be effected by mutual consent of the parties. Like other castes practising intensive cultivation the Malis marry several wives when they can afford it, in order to obtain the benefit of their labour in the vegetable garden ; a wife being more industrious and honest than a hired labourer. But this practice results in large families and household dissensions, leading to excessive subdivision of property, and wealthy members of the caste are rare. The standard of sexual morality is low, and if an unmarried girl goes wrong her family conceal the fact and sometimes try to procure an abortion. If these efforts are unsuccessful a feast must be given to the caste and a lock of the woman's hair is cut off by way of punishment A young hard-working wife is never 'divorced, however bad her character may be, but an old woman is sometimes abandoned for very little cause.
8. Disposal        The dead may be either buried or burnt; in the former dead6        case *^e corPse '1S "a^ with the feet to the north.    Mourning
is observed only for three days and propitiatory offerings are made ' to the spirits of the dead. If a man is killed by a tiger his family make a wooden image of a tiger and worship it.
9.  Reii-             Devi is the principal deity of the Malis.    Weddings are glon>          celebrated before her temple  and large  numbers  of goats
are sacrificed to the favourite goddess at her festival in the month of Magh (January). Many of the Marars of Balaghat are Kablrpanthis and wear the necklace of that sect; but they appear none the less to intermarry freely with their Hindu caste-fellows.1 After the birth of a child it is stated that all the members of the sept to which the parents belong remain impure for five days, and no one will take food or water from them.
10.  Occu-           The   Mali   combines   the  callings  of  a   gardener   and pation.       nurseryman.     " In laying out a flower-garden and in arranging beds," Mr. Sherring remarks,2 "the Mali is exceedingly
1 Balaghat District Gazetteer, para. 59. 2 Hindu Castes, vol. i. p. 327.